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Homework Policy -  Cliffoney National School
Aims

· To promote the use of homework as a means to consolidate learning and work being done in school

· To promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across all teachers and class levels

· To keep parents in touch and involved in their child’s/ children’s education

· Develop and encourage the habit of independent study

· Enable children to develop a sense of responsibility and independence

· Enhance self-esteem through the provision of a work menu that is doable

· Further develop links between home and school

Guidelines for Teachers

· Homework should be given in order to consolidate work done

· Homework should not be given unless the teacher has prepared and clearly explained what is to be done

· Teachers will check and assess all homework done – oral work, reading, learning tasks , written tasks

· Where pupils are receiving additional support from  the SEN team the class teacher and the SET will collaborate in relation to the nature and type of homework the child is to receive

Guidelines for parents

· Establish homework routine and time

· Contact your child’s teacher by email when homework tasks are incomplete

· Remember that time devoted to reading and learning is as important as written work.

· Ensure that all your child's weekly homework tasks are completed.

· If homework causes stress or worry for the child, parents are encouraged to convey these worries to the class teacher

Expectations of Pupils

· Hand in all assigned homework on Friday for assessment by class teacher/SET

· Complete all homework tasks to the best of their ability

· Appreciate that reading assignments, project work and research tasks as well as learning spellings /tables/poetry are as important as written tasks

· Ensure they take home relevant books and copies

Some items of homework (and class work) may be checked by children themselves, under the direction of the teacher. This can be a useful part of the learning process for children as it promotes responsibility and self-esteem

How often is homework given?

· Class Teachers assign homework for the week each Monday, All homework is to be submitted on a Friday. On Fridays teachers will assess children’s oral work, reading and any written assignments or project work they have had to complete throughout the week.

· S.E.T.'s may differentiate class homework for children who receive additional support.

What is the content of homework?

· Ideally homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and written tasks

· Homework will regularly contain reading, spellings, tables, written work, drawing/colouring, collecting information/items and mental maths.  

· We aim to include project work , oral work, active learning and problem solving activities as part of children’s homework

How much time for homework?

Homework for the week is given on Mondays and it is up to parents how they wish to

structure their child’s homework throughout the week.

How much help should parents give?
          •
Parents should try to help their children with homework by:

              -   Providing them with a suitable place and time to do their homework

              -    To prevent interruptions or distractions

              -     Children should do written homework themselves and parents should only help when the child has difficulty

· If a child has difficulty with homework, the parents should help the child to overcome the difficulty with further explanation or examples, but not by actually doing the homework for the child.  In this case the parent should email the teacher explaining the problem

Communication with School

· The main method for communication is via email. Each teacher has their own school email through which they can be contacted

How often do teachers monitor homework?

· Teachers assess reading, spelling and oral work each Friday.

· Teachers correct and date all written assignments completed by children

When should parents communicate with the teachers about homework?
· When your child cannot do homework due to family circumstances

· When your child cannot do homework because she/he cannot understand some aspect

· If homework is a stressful experience between parent and child, something is wrong!  This leads to poor learning and defeats the whole purpose.  Should this happen on a regular basis, please contact the class teacher.

Roles and Responsibilities

· The Board of Management, Principal and staff of the school are responsible for the implementation of the Homework Policy.

· Class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Homework policy in their individual classrooms.

· S.E.T. are responsible for communicating with class teachers in relation to homework for children who receive additional support.

· Parents are responsible for ensuring that they the implement Homework policy with their children.

· Pupils have the responsibility to ensure they complete homework to the best of their ability.

Time frame for Review

 This policy will be reviewed annually.
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